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“Charles” by Shirley Jackson (page 5 The Language of Literature)
Answer the questions in complete sentences and restate the question at the beginning.  
Example:	If the question said… What is your favorite television show?  
		You would phrase your answer like this… My favorite television show is Once Upon a Time.
1. How does Laurie’s appearance change on his first day at kindergarten?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Do you think Laurie’s changed appearance might indicate a change in how he feels?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What does Laurie’s mother do when Laurie starts laughing at his father?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Do you see any relationship between the behavior of Laurie and Charles?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why do you think Laurie’s mother wants to meet Charles’s mother? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What do you think Laurie’s mom imagines that Charles’s mom will look like?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Why do you think Laurie tells stories about Charles?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Why do you think Laurie’s parents are misled by his stories and never suspect the truth? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What do you think happens when Laure’s mom gets home from the PTA meeting?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What is the main idea of this story? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write down 5 words from the story that you don’t know the meaning of, and then look the words up in the dictionary.  Write the definition in your own words.  (Don’t use words defined in the footnotes.)
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